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which it raises. Where are we to look to-day for the
'effective theological control' of which Taylor speaks?
What authority is there in our society that will be recog-
nized as competent to decide the content and character of
religious teaching by those actually engaged in educational
work? The answer is: None at all. It is useless to expect
any approach to the coherence of belief that I have urged
as a necessity in the intellectual field. This is a character-
istic of our age and our society that has been analysed by
many writers, and which leads some, for example Mr T. S.
Eliot, to a deeply pessimistic view of the spiritual future of
our civilization. I must content myself with the obser-
vations of a practising teacher.
First, is the existence of this divergence of belief as
disturbing as it sometimes appears? The absence of a
recognized authority over certain aspects of life Is the
price that we must pay for tolerance. It may be that the
whole experiment of religious tolerance is mistaken, and
doomed to perish in a general disintegration of standards.
If we believe this, then we must declare ourselves honestly
as intolerant, and be prepared to define quite clearly the
authority that we are prepared to accept in these matters.
We cannot have it both ways, and speak wistfully of the
need for spiritual authority while at the same time hoping
to reap the reward of toughened individual consciences
that religious liberty may be supposed to produce.
We may also ask if the disintegration is as deep as we
sometimes imagine. It may well be that the ideas and
presuppositions that we share are more common than we
suppose, provided that we push forward with the task of
reformulating them in terms relevant to the modern
world, and it is such ideas that can legitimately be made